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Overview

   

   

Named one of Lawdragon’s 500 Leading Lawyers since 2020, a recipient of 
the California Lawyer Attorneys of the Year award in 2017 and selected as 
“Top Plaintiff Lawyers in all of California” in 2016 and 2017 by The Daily 
Journal; Steven Sklaver has secured substantial litigation victories for both 
plaintiffs and defendants. For plaintiffs, Sklaver was lead counsel for a certified 
class of insurance policy owners, helping them achieve what the Court in the 
Southern District of New York described as “the best settlement pound for 
pound for the class that I’ve ever seen.” You can read the Court’s statement in 
full here. You can also read more about the case in The Deal’s profile on the 
litigation here. Sklaver was also lead trial and appellate counsel for investors 
against an insurance company that resulted in a complete victory and full pay-
out of a $20 million life insurance policy. A copy of the appellate court decision 
is available here. To listen to Sklaver’s appellate oral argument, click here. 
That matter was the feature cover story of the April 2012 California Lawyer.

Sklaver also represents the former members of the legendary rock group The 
Turtles in Flo & Eddie, Inc. v. Sirius XM Radio, Inc. (C.D. Cal.) in a certified 
class action lawsuit against Sirius XM that settled less than 48 hours before 
the jury trial was scheduled to begin.  Sirius XM agreed to pay at least $25.5 
million (over $16 million after fees and expenses) and royalties under a 10-
year license that is valued up to $62 million (over $41 million after fees and 
expenses) as compensation for publicly performing without a license Pre-1972 
sound recordings. The settlement was approved by the Court, and has 
received widespread media coverage from publications such as The New York 
Times, Billboard, The Hollywood Reporter,Law360, Rolling 
Stone, Variety, Reuters and Managing IP.

Within six months after the Sirius XM class action settled, so did 
Sklaver’s copyright class action brought on behalf of artists owed mechanical 
royalties for compositions made available by Spotify, the leader in digital music 
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http://mobile.nytimes.com/2016/11/29/arts/music/turtles-siriusxm-1972-copyright-settlement.html?smprod=nytcore-iphone&smid=nytcore-iphone-share&_r=0&referer
http://www.billboard.com/biz/articles/7588977/siriusxm-could-pay-up-to-99m-as-part-of-flo-eddie-settlement
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/thr-esq/siriusxm-could-pay-up-99m-as-part-flo-eddie-settlement-950914
https://www.law360.com/articles/866707
http://www.rollingstone.com/music/news/siriusxm-settles-turtles-copyright-lawsuit-for-99-million-w452890
http://www.rollingstone.com/music/news/siriusxm-settles-turtles-copyright-lawsuit-for-99-million-w452890
http://variety.com/2016/biz/news/siriusxm-turtles-pre-1972-recordings-lawsuit-settlement-1201929173/
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-sirius-xm-holdgs-settlement-turtles-idUSKBN13O2JJ
http://www.managingip.com/Blog/3602164/Flo-and-Eddie-SiriusXM-Usher-Justin-Bieber-women-inventors-Donald-Trump-Amazon-Cuba-trade-marksthe.html
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streaming.  Spotify agreed to a class action settlement valued at over $112 
million (over $95 million after fees and expenses), a settlement for which the 
district court granted final approval and remains subject to a pending 
appeal.  You can read more about this matter in Billboard.

Sklaver’s many significant and widely covered class action results in 2016 
helped secure Susman Godfrey’s recognition as Law360’s “Class Action 
Group of the Year” in early 2017. You can read that article announcing the 
award here.

For defendants, Sklaver has handled numerous employment class actions 
across the country. He served, along with the Managing Partner of Susman 
Godfrey, as trial counsel for Wal-Mart, the world’s largest retailer, trying a large 
employment class action in California. He also successfully defended and 
defeated class certification in numerous, substantial wage and hour matters for 
Alta-Dena Certified Dairy, LLC, dairy producers for Dean Foods, one of the 
leading food and beverage companies in the United States.  Copies of the pro-
employer decisions are available here, here, and here.

Sklaver has tried complex commercial and class action disputes — including 
jury trials and bench trials in federal and state court, as well as arbitrations. 
Sklaver graduated cum laude from Dartmouth College, magna cum laude and 
Order of the Coif from Northwestern University School of Law, and clerked for 
Judge David Ebel on the United States Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit. 
Sklaver also won the National Debate Tournament for Dartmouth College, and 
is just one of four individuals in debate history to win three national 
championships at the high school and collegiate level. From 2010-2022, 
Sklaver has been recognized every year as a “Super Lawyer” in Southern 
California, awarded to no more than the top 5% of the lawyers in the state of 
California (Law & Politics Magazine, Thomson Reuters).

Sklaver currently serves on the Board of Directors for the Western Center on 
Law & Poverty. Sklaver was also previously selected as a Ninth Circuit Judicial 
Conference Lawyer Representative.

   

Notable 
Representations

   

   

Class Actions

 Copyright Infringement: Sklaver serves as co-lead counsel with the 
Gradstein & Marzano firm representing Flo & Eddie (the founding 
members of 70’s music group, The Turtles) along with a class of owners 
of pre-1972 sound recordings for copyright violations by music provider 
Sirius XM.   The day before trial was to commence before a California jury 
in federal court in late 2016, Flo & Eddie reached a landmark settlement 
with Sirius XM on behalf of the class in a deal potentially worth $99 
million. The Court granted final approval of the settlement in May 2017. 
Click here for more.  Sklaver with his  co-leads were recently named 

https://www.law360.com/articles/1046386/spotify-wins-approval-for-43m-songwriter-settlement
https://www.law360.com/articles/1046386/spotify-wins-approval-for-43m-songwriter-settlement
http://www.billboard.com/articles/business/7809818/spotify-43-million-class-action-settlement-songwriters-publishers-analysis
https://www.susmangodfrey.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/class-action-group-of-the-year-susman-godfrey.pdf
https://www.susmangodfrey.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/2016-10-25-alta-dena-dkt-73-order-denying-plaintiffs-class-cert-motion.pdf
https://www.susmangodfrey.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/16925082-0-31835.pdf
https://www.susmangodfrey.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/show_temppl-9.pdf
https://www.susmangodfrey.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/sskl-flo-eddie-order-granting-pltfs-mtns-for-final-appr-3.pdf
https://www.susmangodfrey.com/news-awards/sg-news/gradstein-marzano-and-susman-godfrey-secure-settlement-valued-at-up-to-99-million-settlement-for-the-turtles-and-other-owners-of-pre-1972-sound-recordings-in-class-action-against-sirius-xm-radio/
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“California Lawyer Attorneys of the Year” by The Daily Journal for their 
outstanding legal work on this case.

 In May 2017, Sklaver, as co-lead counsel with Gradstein Marzano, 
secured a deal valued at$112 million to settle a class-action lawsuit with 
Spotify brought on behalf of music copyright owners. The suit alleged 
that Spotify made music available online without securing mechanical 
rights from the tracks’ composers. Under the terms of the deal, Spotify will 
pay songwriters $43.45 million for past royalties, as well as commit to pay 
ongoing royalties that are valued at $63 million. Read more about the 
case here and see Billboards coverage of it here.

 Insurance:  In a seminal insurance class action filed in the Southern 
District of New York, resolved in September 2015, Mr. Sklaver served as 
lead counsel in a case that challenged Phoenix Life Insurance Company’s 
and PHL Variable Insurance Company’s decision to raise the cost of 
insurance (“COI”) nationwide on life insurance policy owners. After 
winning class certification and defeating two motions for class 
decertification and a motion for summary judgment, the case settled the 
day of the final Pretrial Conference — less than two months before trial. 
Settlement terms included: $48.5 million cash fund ($34 million after fees 
and expenses), COI freeze through 2020, and a covenant by Phoenix not 
to challenge the policies, worth $9 billion in face value, when the policies 
mature on the grounds of lack of insurable interest or misrepresentations 
in the application.  At the final approval hearing, the Court concluded,  “I 
want to say publicly that I think this is an excellent settlement. I think 
this is a superb – this may be the best settlement pound for pound 
for the class that I’ve ever seen.” You can read the statement in full on 
page 3 here.  You can also read more about the case in The 
Deal’s feature on the matter here.

 Antitrust:  In In re Automotive Parts Antitrust Litigation. In the largest 
price-fixing cartel ever brought to light, Mr. Sklaver and a team of Susman 
Godfrey lawyers run a massive MDL litigation in which the firm serves as 
co-lead counsel for a class of consumer plaintiffs in multidistrict price-
fixing cases pending in a Detroit, Michigan federal court. The actions, 
alleging anti-competitive conduct, were brought by indirect purchasers of 
component parts included in over 20 million automobiles, and involve 
parts such as wire harnesses, instrument panel clusters, fuel senders, 
heater control panels and alternators. The Department of Justice has 
imposed fines exceeding $2.6 billion pursuant to guilty plea agreements 
with some of the defendants, and its investigation is still ongoing. The 
Susman Godfrey team together with its co-lead counsel has defeated 
multiple motions to dismiss. Settlements have been reached with a certain 
defendants for a combined $620 million thus far. Final settlement (after 
fees and expenses) has not yet been determined. The case remains 
ongoing against the remaining defendants.

https://www.susmangodfrey.com/news-awards/sg-news/susman-godfrey-and-gradstein-marzano-secure-4345-million-settlement-with-spotify-in-copyright-class-action/
http://www.billboard.com/articles/business/7809818/spotify-43-million-class-action-settlement-songwriters-publishers-analysis
https://www.susmangodfrey.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/phoenix_final.pdf
https://www.susmangodfrey.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/phoenix_final.pdf
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Life Settlements

 Represented Jonathan Berck, as Trustee of the Rosamond Janis 
Insurance Trust in a $5 million rescission claim brought by the Lincoln Life 
and Annuity Company of New York for alleged violations of New York’s 
insurable interest laws and other “STOLI” (stranger originated life 
insurance) related claims. RESULT: Summary judgment granted in favor 
of my client. A copy of the summary judgment order is available here.

 Won reversal in a $20 million life settlement rescission lawsuit against 
Lincoln Life & Annuity Company of New York. Lincoln’s lawsuit was based 
on allegations that the insurance policies lacked an insurable interest 
because they were procured by third-parties for investment purposes and 
because there were net worth and other misrepresentations in the 
applications. The appellate court ordered that the trial court enter 
judgment in favor of the trust. The appellate court also affirmed our trial 
court victory that Lincoln’s fraud claim was time barred because the 
policies were incontestable. The case is Lincoln Life & Annuity Co. of New 
York v. Jonathan Berck, as Trustee of the Jack Teren Insurance Trust, 
Court of Appeal Case No. D056373 (Cal. Ct. App. May 17, 2011). A copy 
of the appellate court decision is available here. The Teren case was the 
feature, cover story of the April 2012 California Lawyer.

 Represents investors, trusts, trustees, brokers, and insureds in life 
settlement and STOLI litigation across the country against insurance 
companies seeking to rescind policies with face values worth more than 
$125 million. Mr. Sklaver is also a frequent speaker and commentator on 
life settlement and STOLI litigation, in both trade 
publications and conferences.

Financial Fraud

 Represented Royal Standard Minerals, which was the plaintiff in a federal 
securities lawsuit against a “group” of more than ten dissident 
shareholders for failing to file Schedule 13-D disclosures. RESULT: 
Preliminary injunction granted and final judgment entered that, among 
other things, required for three years the votes of all shares owned by any 
of the defendants to be voted as directed by the Board of Directors of my 
client.

 Represented plaintiff who held millions of WorldCom shares as an opt-out 
to the class in In re WorldCom Securities Litig. RESULT: Settled on 
confidential terms.

 Represented plaintiff Accredited Home Lenders in a TRO and breach of 
contract action over a wrongful default declared by Wachovia in a credit 
re-purchase agreement. RESULT: The case was resolved favorably, 
following the entry of a TRO.

https://www.susmangodfrey.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/ssklaver_-_janis.pdf
https://www.susmangodfrey.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/ssklaver_-_teren_court_of_appeal_decision.pdf
https://www.dailyjournal.com/
https://www.susmangodfrey.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/sskl_-_trade_publications.pdf
https://www.susmangodfrey.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/sskl_-_trade_publications.pdf
https://www.susmangodfrey.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/sskl_-_conferences.pdf
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 Represented Walter Hewlett in his challenge to the Hewlett-
Packard/Compaq merger. In preparation for that trial, Mr. Sklaver 
deposed Compaq’s former CEO Michael Capellas about his famous 
handwritten journal note which, describing the merger, stated “at our 
course and speed we will fail.” Mr. Capellas was right.

Employment

 Represented one of the world’s largest retailers in the defense of a four 
month long jury trial, wage and hour class action pending in California. 
One of the world’s largest retailers appointed Susman Godfrey L.L.P. to 
be its national trial counsel for wage and hour litigation.

Antitrust

 Lead day-to-day lawyer for the class in White, et al. v. NCAA, a certified, 
antitrust class action alleging that the NCAA violated the federal antitrust 
laws by restricting amounts of athletic based financial aid. ESPN 
Magazine coverage of the lawsuit may be found here. RESULT: The 
NCAA settled and paid an additional $218 million for use by current 
student-athletes to cover the costs of attending college, paid $10 million to 
cover educational and professional development expenses for former 
student-athletes, and enacted new legislation to permit Division I 
institutions to provide year-round comprehensive health insurance to 
student-athletes.

Entertainment

 Represented NAACP image award winner Morris Taylor “Buddy” Sheffield 
in his breach of contract lawsuit against ABC Cable Networks Group 
regarding the creation of Hannah Montana. RESULT: Defendant settled 
less than four weeks before trial.

Pro Bono

 Appointed to represent Carl Petersen, who was charged by the United 
States Attorney’s Office with being a felon in possession of a firearm — a 
charge that carries a five-year prison sentence and an 89% conviction 
rate. RESULT: Acquittal. Jury deliberation lasted less than four hours. 
Appointed by the United States Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit as 
appellate counsel in five cases, including: United States v. 
Petersen; United States v. Blaze (specifically noting Mr. Sklaver’s “good 
workmanship”); and Sorrentino v. IRS (appointed as amicus curiae by and 
for the Court)

      

   

 Lawdragon 500 Leading Litigator (2022, 2023)

http://sports.espn.go.com/ncaa/news/story?id=2640997
https://www.susmangodfrey.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/ssklaver_-_us_v_peterson.pdf
https://www.susmangodfrey.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/ssklaver_-_us_v_peterson.pdf
https://www.susmangodfrey.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/ssklaver_-_sorrentino.pdf
https://www.susmangodfrey.com/news-awards/sg-news/49-partners-named-among-the-top-500-leading-litigators-in-the-nation-by-lawdragon-more-than-any-other-firm-on-the-list/
https://www.susmangodfrey.com/news/fifty-five-partners-named-among-the-top-500-leading-litigators-in-the-nation-by-lawdragon-more-than-any-other-litigation-firm-on-the-list/
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Honors & 
Distinctions

 Firm Representative for Elite Trial Lawyers – Insurance Litigation, 
National Law Journal (2023, ALM)

 Litigation Star, Benchmark Litigation (2022, Euromoney)

 Recommended Lawyer – Litigation – Labor and Employment, Best 
Lawyers in American (2020 – 2024, Woodward White, Inc.)

 Southern California California Super Lawyer (2010 – 2023, Thomson 
Reuters)

 Lawdragon 500 Leading Lawyers in America (2020, 2021, 2022, 2023)

 Lawdragon 500 Leading Plaintiff Financial Lawyers 
(2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023)

 Outstanding Antitrust Litigation Achievement in Private Law Practice by 
the American Antitrust Institute (2019) for work on In re: Automotive Parts 
Antitrust Litigation.

 California’s Lawyer Attorneys of the Year in 2017 by The Daily 
Journal. Click here for a photo of Sklaver, along with co-counsel, receiving 
the award.

 Top 30 Plaintiff Lawyers in all of California in 2016 by The Daily Journal

 Southern California “Super Lawyers” awarded to no more than the top 5% 
of the lawyers in the state of California (2010 – 2021, Law & Politics 
Magazine, Thomson Reuters)

 Northwestern Law Review member and editor

 National Debate Tournament (NDT) collegiate championship winner
   

Clerkships

    

  

Honorable David M. Ebel, United States Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit

   

Education

   

   

Northwestern University School of Law (J.D., magna cum laude)

 Order of the Coif

Dartmouth College (B.A., cum laude)

   

Admissions

   

Bar Admissions

 Colorado

 California

 Illinois

Court Admissions

https://www.susmangodfrey.com/news/susman-godfrey-wins-in-insurance-litigation-and-technology-litigation-at-national-law-journals-elite-trial-lawyers-awards-ceremony/
https://www.susmangodfrey.com/news-awards/sg-news/benchmark-litigation-spotlights-susman-godfrey-and-32-partners-in-annual-rankings/
http://www.lawdragon.com/2020/03/20/the-2020-lawdragon-500-leading-lawyers-in-america/
https://www.susmangodfrey.com/news-awards/sg-news/susman-godfrey-leads-litigation-firms-on-lawdragons-top-500/
https://www.susmangodfrey.com/news-awards/sg-news/susman-godfrey-once-again-leads-litigation-firms-on-lawdragons-top-500/
https://www.susmangodfrey.com/news-awards/sg-news/susman-godfrey-leads-litigation-firms-on-lawdragons-top-500-for-the-eighth-year-in-a-row/
https://www.susmangodfrey.com/news-awards/sg-news/39-partners-recognized-on-lawdragon-500s-leading-plaintiff-financial-lawyers/
https://www.susmangodfrey.com/news-awards/sg-news/41-partners-headline-lawdragons-leading-plaintiff-financial-lawyers-for-2020/
https://www.susmangodfrey.com/news-awards/sg-news/42-partners-headline-lawdragons-leading-plaintiff-financial-lawyers-for-2021/
https://www.susmangodfrey.com/news-awards/sg-news/susman-godfrey-once-again-leads-lawdragons-leading-plaintiff-financial-lawyers-list/
https://www.susmangodfrey.com/news-awards/sg-news/susman-godfrey-leads-lawdragons-top-500-plaintiff-financial-lawyers-list-for-the-fifth-year-in-a-row/
https://www.susmangodfrey.com/news-awards/sg-news/susman-godfrey-honored-by-the-american-antitrust-institute-for-the-fourth-year-in-a-row/
https://www.antitrustinstitute.org/4436-2/
https://www.susmangodfrey.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/susman-dj-2017-clay-4.pdf
https://www.susmangodfrey.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/0323-ldj-clay-turtles-2.jpg
https://www.susmangodfrey.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/sskl_-_dj-2016_top_plaintiff_lawyers.pdf
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 United States Supreme Court

 U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit

 U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit

 U.S. District Court for the Central District of Colorado

 U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Colorado

 U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Colorado

 U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Colorado

 U.S. District Court for the Western District of Colorado
   

Wins

   

   

Judge Approves $25 Million Settlement to End Lawsuit Over Genworth’s Cost 
of Insurance Increase

Susman Godfrey and Gradstein & Marzano Secure $43.45 Million Settlement 
with Spotify in Copyright Class Action

Gradstein & Marzano and Susman Godfrey Secure Settlement Valued at Up to 
$99 Million Settlement for The Turtles And Other Owners of Pre-1972 Sound 
Recordings in Class Action Against Sirius XM Radio

U.S. Consumers and Businesses Obtain a $193.8 Million Settlement with 
Denso in Auto Parts Price-fixing Multidistrict Class Action

Susman Godfrey Wins Summary Judgment in $5 Million Life Settlement 
Rescission Lawsuit

Susman Godfrey L.L.P. Wins Reversal in $20 Million Life Settlement 
Rescission Lawsuit

Susman Godfrey Wins Summary Judgment in $5 Million Life Settlement 
Rescission Lawsuit

Susman Godfrey Announces $418M Settlement with the National Association 
of Realtors in Real Estate Commission Antitrust Litigation

   

Leadership & 
Professional 
Memberships

   

   

 Board of Directors, Western Center on Law & Poverty

      

   

   


