
 
 

Comments About Shawn Raymond 
 

Nothing makes me feel better than making the best of a bad situation. 
 
In my dealing with Shawn Raymond, that is exactly what happened.  I found myself in a bad 
situation (a lawsuit).  Shawn and his team immediately and enthusiastically pursued all possible 
courses of action.  Just the sincerity, the efficiency, the understanding, and the tolerance on the 
team helped me feel much better.  
 
After months of hard effort, Shawn and his team fulfilled my dream of beating the other side, and 
having the lawsuit dismissed – truly making the very best of a bad situation! 
 
I would highly recommend Shawn Raymond to help solve any legal problems you may find 
yourself in.  I know that in the future, if I find myself in another bad situation, I will call on Shawn 
immediately. 
 
John Colson 
Founder and Retired CEO and Executive Chairman 
Quanta Services, Inc. 

 
In 2009 our business was “blindsided” with an unexpected lawsuit.  We were caught completely 
off guard and really had no idea which way to turn.  Fortunately, we were able to meet and 
present our situation to Shawn Raymond and Erica Harris – they truly worked as a “dynamic duo” 
on our behalf.   They engaged the suing parties head on and in good faith.  In less than sixty days 
the lawsuit was unconditionally dismissed and never went to trial! 
 
Words cannot express the respect and gratitude I have for both of these brilliant lawyers.  They 
routinely worked well into the night to bring resolve to this matter.  If you want the best, I 
recommend Shawn and Erica. 
 
Rodney Stephenson 
President 
Trinity Retail Construction 

 
Shawn Raymond, my lawyer for close to one year in conjunction with an employment 

arbitration, is a passionate advocate, a skilled tactician, and a person whose commitment to his 
client is enriched by his knowledge, sensitivity, and interest in the world swirling around him. . . .   

While I have spent countless hours with lawyers in the course of my twenty-six year plus 
career in petroleum finance here in Houston, being placed in the position of having to hire a 
lawyer to enforce a personal bargain, and to defend oneself against the inevitable barrage of 
tactical counterclaims from a large corporate adversary, was daunting indeed.  Shawn was 
meticulous in his preparation, and zealous in his efforts to ready me for depositions and trial, and 
worked hand in glove with all three of us to pull together all the facts to try the case.  

Shawn was a steadying and calming influence.  He infused all three of us with confidence 
that our case was rock solid and no stone had been left unturned.  He was genuinely interested in 
us as people, and I felt he had real empathy for us as we battled through a grueling and 
intimidating process. 
 
Brian B. Hughes 
Executive Director 
Macquarie Bank Limited Houston 
 



Not surprisingly, Shawn exhibits all the traits you would expect from a partner in one of 
the nation’s leading litigation boutique firms – zealous advocate, strategic thinker, charismatic and 
quick on his feet.  But in my experience, what sets Shawn apart is his tireless “hands on” 
approach and his empathetic nature.  Shawn dives into the minutiae of every case and is involved 
in its every aspect, no matter how menial the task.   

This dedication provides my company, as the client, with assurance that all relevant 
information has been thoroughly considered by the lead attorney and of the most effect 
representation possible.  Also, many say that all great trial lawyers demonstrate an identification 
with humankind, that they have an empathetic talent that enables them to communicate and 
relate to a client, a witness, or a jury.   

I have been continually impressed with the respect that Shawn shows everyone on my 
team and his ability to understand not just the litigation but also the context of the litigation in the 
overall business.  As this and his dedication to public service exemplifies, I believe Shawn 
possesses an ability to empathize that not only serves the public but also makes him an 
exceptional attorney. 
 
Douglas L. Lawing 
Senior Vice President and General Counsel 
Copano Energy 
 

I have started and operate a number companies.  I work with many lawyers, have very 
many lawyers in my family and indeed my wife and I have law degrees . . . .  Whenever we have 
potential litigation issues the first and only person I call is Shawn.  I trust Shawn and his judgment 
and as a client confidently rely on him. 
 
Tripp Wommack 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Sagebrush Oil & Gas 
 
 

. . .  The trial lasted approximately two weeks during which time I spent nearly 12 hours a 
day with Mr. Raymond and his colleagues.  It was during this period that I got to know Mr. 
Raymond and had the opportunity to see him in action. . . .  He was very well prepared and his 
preparation made a huge difference in the outcome of the case.   

His insights into the trial process and tips for handling cross-examination were very 
valuable.  During trial, Mr. Raymond presented the opening argument and handled a number of 
key witnesses including the experts that testified.  He was very effective.  Over the two week 
period, I have never seen anyone work as hard as Mr. Raymond did on our behalf.  Throughout 
the entire trial, Mr. Raymond was constantly aware of everything that was going on . . . .   

His involvement and credibility were both cited by the jury as one of the most effective 
and positive aspects of our case.  He developed an excellent relationship with the judge.  I 
believe that without Mr. Raymond’s involvement we would not have been successful in this 
litigation.  The jury ruled in favor of Cavalry on all issues of fact.  In addition to the actual 
damages sought, the jury also awarded punitive damages to Cavalry of nearly $45 million. 
 
Alfred J. Brothers, Jr. 
Chief Executive Officer 
Cavalry Investments, LLC 
 

My consulting company had a major client who decided not to pay a hefty fee due under 
the terms of our contract, but who nonetheless claimed right and title to use—and was using—my 
company’s intellectual property.  When I complained, the client CEO said: “You want to litigate?  
I’ve got over $400 million in sales.  How much you got?” I told him I had Susman Godfrey – and 
Shawn Raymond.  Shawn thoroughly investigated the factual and legal issues surrounding this 
dispute and wrote a hard-hitting letter that Susman Godfrey sent to the CEO.  As a result of 
Shawn’s involvement, my company got paid every single penny it was owed—without litigation.  



I’ve turned to Shawn in subsequent disputes because I know I can trust his opinion.  “Shawn est 
un véritable avocat.” 
 
Gilbert Leistner,  
Chief Executive Officer 
The Leistner Group LLC 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shawn, it was great working with you and the rest of the Susman team.  Given the 
financial implications of an adverse ruling, the outcome was important to Westar.  Throughout the 
case you were extremely professional, and our “Gang of Six” who testified each came away very 
impressed with your preparation and presentation of Westar's positions.  I was, too.   
 

Everybody felt comfortable with giving their direct and cross testimony (and more than a 
few were a little disappointed that the other side failed to identify many of your “tough cross-
questions”).  You received rave reviews and several of our witnesses have reached out to both 
our General Counsel and me wanting to know “where the heck did we find those guys.”  Too bad 
they didn’t get to sit through the whole thing - it was definitely an impressive showing.   
 

What I saw you do to the other side’s damages witness was epic.  You absolutely gutted 
the guy and left the other side with no viable damages model.  It was a thing of beauty.  That 
cross, along with your handling of every other aspect of the case, helps explains why we obtained 
a full victory!  Thank you.  And I look forward to working with you again. 
 
Lance Miller 
Senior Corporate Counsel 
Westar Energy, Inc. 
 
 
 
 


