
 
 
 

Shawn Raymond’s Record in Key Oil and Gas Cases 
 
August 2006 - Along with Tom Paterson and co-counsel in New Mexico, Shawn Raymond represented 
the New Mexico State Land Office and settled a lawsuit with OXY USA, Inc. and an affiliate for 
underpayment of royalties allegedly owed to the state for CO2 produced from the Bravo Dome CO2 Unit 
in northeastern New Mexico. OXY agreed to pay $11.6 million in cash to settle. In addition, OXY agreed 
to make changes to its methodology for calculating royalty payments by, among other things, tying the 
value of CO2 for royalty purposes to the price of oil. The state's economic expert estimated that the value 
of those changes equaled approximately $16.6 million, for a total settlement value of approximately $28.2 
million.  The court awarded attorneys’ fees of $1.4 million from the settlement.  In a press release 
announcing the settlement, Commissioner of Public Lands Pat Lyon said, "This is a great day for New 
Mexico's school children, as they will benefit from this."  
 
August 2006 - On behalf of 4300 royalty and overriding royalty owners across the United States, Tom 
Paterson, Shawn Raymond, and New Mexico co-counsel obtained a $27.5 million settlement with 
ConocoPhillips for alleged underpayment of royalty on natural gas liquids produced from the San Juan 
Basin of northwestern New Mexico and processed at the New Blanco Plant near Bloomfield, New Mexico. 
The district court approved the settlement and awarded attorneys' fees of $7 million from the settlement 
fund.  
 
September 2005 - Less than a week before the start of a jury trial in Clayton, New Mexico, OXY USA, 
Inc. agreed to pay $12 million to settle a class action lawsuit brought by Susman Godfrey’s Thomas W. 
Paterson and Shawn Raymond and New Mexico co-counsel on behalf of a class of royalty owners who 
had leased mineral rights to OXY for the production of CO2 at the Bravo Dome Unit in northeastern New 
Mexico.  The $12 million settlement, of which $3.5 million was awarded for attorneys’ fees, represented 
approximately 90% of the total amount of actual damages sought by the class.  The settlement also 
required OXY to pay litigation expenses of $400,000 and settlement administration expenses of 
$200,000. Finally, OXY has agreed to change how it calculates plaintiffs' royalty on a going-forward basis. 
This change will result in a near doubling of the royalty amounts OXY was paying the class members 
before the filing of this lawsuit in 2004.  


